
 

Edinburgh Southern Orienteering Club and  S.T.A.G. 

SCOTTISH  Compass Point Scottish Orienteering League Race 3     

Sunday 28th April 2013 near Pitlochry 

Final Details 

Location SOL3 will take place at Clunie near Pitlochry 

Grid Ref: NN914595 

Postcode: PH16 5NF 

Latitude: 56.71655 

Longitude: -3.77749 

  

Google Map (aerial) - Bing Map (OS) 

 

Directions The event will be signed from the A9 on the Pitlochry by pass at the junction with 
the unclassified road signed to Clunie and Foss.  

From the South – Take the Pitlochry Bypass & turn RIGHT off the A9 500 m before 
reaching the bridge over Loch Faskally onto the road signed Clunie and Foss.  This is 
a right hand turn so do take care as traffic travels very fast on this road!  The road 
soon turns west under the A9 towards the Linn of Tummel. Parking is at the Clunie 
Power Station (NN914595) approximately 3km further on. 

From the North – A9 – after crossing over Loch Faskally, turn LEFT off the A9 after 
500 m onto the road signed Clunie and Foss.  The road soon turns west under the A9 
towards the Linn of Tummel. Parking is at the Clunie Power Station (NN914595) 
approximately 3km further on. 



 

Parking This will make use of a rough car park adjacent to the power station.  Car parking is 
free and beside the fast flowing River Tummel.  Parents please note that the water 
adjacent to the Power station is particularly deep.  This bank will be taped.  There is 
a white gate at the far SE end of the car park that leads into the Scottish Hydro 
Electric wild garden of remembrance and we encourage you to take a stroll through 
this quiet area beside the river bank during your visit. 

Assembly The assembly area is limited and based around the download area of the car park. 
We will be parking cars near the download; please watch out for traffic and keep an 
eye on the young ones.  There will be a ScotJOS tea and cakes stall and Neil McLean 
will sell a limited range of Orienteering kit. 

Tents  We’re sorry that due to the compact nature of the car parking / assembly area there 
is no space for club tents.   

Toilets  There will be 4 Portaloos beside the arch at the entry to the power station and 300 
metres from the car park.   

First Aid  First Aid will be provided by the British Red Cross. They will be located in the 

assembly area. The nearest hospital is Perth Royal Infirmary & A& E, Taymount 

Terrace, Perth PH1 1NX 

Enquiries/  Entry on the day will be available at Enquiries subject to map availability.  
Entry on the  Senior (BOF Member) - £16.00 
Day  Senior (Non-BOF Member) - £18.00 

Senior (W, Y, O & LG Courses) - £9.00 
 Junior/student - £8.00 
 Junior/student - £6.00 (W, Y, O & LG Courses) 
 
SI cards can be borrowed, but the full price (£30) will be charged for any lost hired SI 
card. Competitors on the White and Yellow courses should collect their maps from 
Registration before heading to the Near Start. 
 
Black competitors will need to borrow an SI Card if they have a card which only 
holds 30 controls.  See 
http://www.sportident.co.uk//equipment/information_sheets/SPORTident-
CardComparison.PDFfor info 
 

Terrain  Mostly semi-open hillside with heather, bracken, crags, rock features and scattered 
birch trees with some larger areas of woodland. The area is crossed by steep sided 
ravines with streams at the bottom. Take care when crossing them as they can be 
slippery and surprisingly deep in places. In addition there are many dangerous crags 
in the area.  Courses do not go near them, but please take care. 
The course lengths reflect the nature of the terrain and have been planned with the 
guideline winning times in mind.  

Map  The map was resurveyed in Spring 2012 & Winter 2013 by Stirling Surveys.  
Maps & loose Control Descriptions will be printed on waterproof paper.  
 

Starts  The majority of the competition area is on the West side of the minor road.  Note 
there are 2 Starts and 2 finishes, which will be signposted from Assembly, The Near 
(White) Start is for White, Yellow & Orange Courses and is located on the west side 
of the minor road, 300m back up the access road to the CLUNIE ARCHWAY then 
approximately 100m due south of the minor road. The minor road carries little 



traffic other than orienteering traffic, but please take care when crossing the road 
and use the pavement on the access road from the Car Park.  
 
All Courses, except for the white, yellow and orange use the Far (Red) Start that is 

approximately 2.5k west from the Clunie Archway.  The 30 minute walk to the Far 
Start is signed from the southern fence of the power station south westerly 
up across a field.  The Competitors using this start pass the Far Finish after 2.0k 
along the minor road just before they pass through terrain – 500m distance & 100m 
climb to the Start.  Cycling from the car park to the far start and finish is an option. 
Bikes can be padlocked to the fence at the finish. Any cycling gear can be left at the 
clothing dump. 

Clothing Clothing may be left at the Finish as you pass if you are on the Far Finish. 

Dogs  Please keep all dogs on leads at all times. 

Start Times  Start times are from 10:30 till 12:30 hours.  It is a punching start. Call up will be at 
minus 4 minutes.  

A Pre-O Course will be on offer for the route to the Far Start  

After a successful introduction at SOLs in 2012, PreO will be running at SOL3 en 
route from Assembly to the Far Start.  Registration (free) and details of what to do 
will be at Assembly. Participants should allow an extra 15mins to the Start. PreO 
offers the opportunity to get your eye in on characteristic features of the terrain 
prior to your run.  

String Course  The String Course will feature Moshi Monsters in Big Tree Country.  It will be based 
at the far end of the car park and use the wooded slope above it. This is quite steep 
in parts and not suitable for pushchairs.  The Scottish Hydro Woodland, through the 
gate beyond the car park, gives a pleasant alternative walk with very young children.  

Courses  The following Long distance courses are available  

 

Course Classes Length 
(k) 

Climb 
(m) 

No. Of 
Controls 

Map Scale 
and Size 

Start 

       

Black M21L 9.8 570 32 1:10,000/ A3 Far 

Brown M18 M20 
M35L M40L 

8.1 450 26 1:10,000/ A3 Far 

Short 
Brown 

M45L M50L 
M21S W21L 

7.0 355 22 1:10,000/ A3 Far 

Blue M16 W18 W20 
M55L M60L M35S M40S 

W35L W40L  

5.8 320 19 1:10,000/ A3 Far 

Short 
Blue 

M65L M45S M50S W45L 
W50L W21S 

4.5 255 16 1:10,000/ A3 Far 

Green W16 M70L M60S M55S 
W55L W60L W35S W40S 

3.9 200 16 1:10,000/ A3 Far 

Short 
Green 

M75 M80 M70S M65S W65 
W70 W75 W80 W50S 

W55S W60S W45S 

3.5 175 16 1:10,000/ A3 Far 



Course Classes Length 
(k) 

Climb 
(m) 

No. Of 
Controls 

Map Scale 
and Size 

Start 

Light 
Green 

M14 W14 
M16B W16B 

 

3.2 155 14 1:10,000/ A3 Far 

Long 
Orange 

(red) 

 Not 
Providing 

    

Orange M12 W12 
M14B W14B 

2.2 135 14 1:7500 / A4. Near 

Yellow M10 W10 
M12B W12B 

1.5 75 12 1:7500 / A4. Near 

White M10B W10B 1.0 55 9 1:7500 / A4. Near 

Junior Courses Pylons, ruined walls, high fences, ruined fences and paths act as handrails. 

Shadowing -  Parents are reminded that they should declare if they are actually helping a Junior 
competitor as opposed to following.  Assisted juniors are competitive in their colour 
course (e.g. White) but not in age class (e.g. W10B). Adults running Light Green and 
upwards can shadow juniors on White, Yellow and Orange courses prior to their own 
run and remain competitive? 

Control Loose control descriptions will be available at -3 minutes after call up at the start.  

Descriptions  They will be printed on waterproof paper. For White and Yellow runners please 
remember to collect theirs (and maps) from Enquiries. Control descriptions are also 
printed on the map. 

Road Crossing The road is a minor road with little traffic.  Competitors who start from the Far Start 
shall also access the area between the road & the River Tummel. Please be careful 
when crossing the road.  It will be unmanned, though there will be “Beware of 
runners signs” up to warn motorists.  A crossing point is marked on the map at a 
gate but competitors may cross the road at any point. 

Near Finish The Near Finish is located 600m west from The CLUNIE ARCHWAY on the west side 
of the road.  A marshal will supervise the crossing at the finish across the road and 
back across a field to the Power Station.  Water will NOT be available at the finish. 
This finish is manned. 

Far Finish The Far Finish is approximately 2km west of the Clunie Arch. Water will NOT be 
available at the finish.  The finish is unmanned, but there will be a small tent there 
with a sleeping bag, first aid kit, water and communications in case of emergency. 

Download  Download is in the assembly area. Please remember to download, even if you do not 
complete the course.  

Results  Provisional results will be available near download 

Leg/Split  In the event of an issue being found with a control site (or sites) the organisers 

removal  reserve the right to exclude one or more leg splits from the final result times.  

Safety  Competitors take part at their own risk and are responsible for their own safety. 
Whistles should be carried. In the event of bad weather, cagoules may be 
compulsory and a notice will be placed at Enquiries/Assembly, please check before 
heading to your start.  Juniors are warned not to play around the pylons and mobile 
phone mast near the start. 



Tics There are ticks in the area. Competitors are advised to check thoroughly after the 

event. 

Compasses There are several HV cables and a major sub station within the area. Please note that 

these may affect compasses. 

Sponsorship Compass Point sponsors the Scottish Orienteering League. 

Officials  Controllers:  Terry O’Brien, STAG and Davie Frame, TAY 

Planner: Mark Wood, ESOC 

Organiser:  Mary Williams, ESOC (07724109120 or mflwilliams @yahoo.co.uk)  
 

In the Area   Pitlochry is a tourist hotspot with plenty of pubs and cafes as well as a good play 
park and free parking at the Recreation Ground.  Other main attractions include: 

 Explorers garden beside the Pitlochry Theatre  approximately 1 mile south from 
the junction on the A9 where you discover the stories (and the plants!) of the 
great Scottish Plant Hunters in a six acre woodland Garden 

 Faskally wood and riverside walks.  The walk to the Far Start is part of one of the 
walks! 

 Killiecrankie Visitors Centre that commemorates the battle of Killiecrankie on 27 
July 1689 and allows you to discover the peace and tranquillity of this beautiful 
gorge.  

 Queen’s view 

 Pitlochry dam and salmon ladder (at  NN 9355 5769)  
 

Thanks  Many thanks to Andrew Hay and Susan Duncan of Scottish Hydro-Electric plc and the 

local land owners- Pitlochry Estates Trust, represented by Rory McLeod for their 
help in putting on this race.  

 

WWW.ESOC.ORG.UK 

http://www.esoc.org.uk/

